SHA BICYCLE FAQ

Why are bicyclists allowed on the road?
Bicyclists are vehicle drivers, too. By law, “vehicle” means “any device in, on, or by which any individual or property is or might be transported or towed on a
highway.” (Section 11-176, Annotated Code of Maryland) Every person operating a bicycle in a public area has all the rights granted to and is subject to all the
duties required of the driver of a vehicle. (Section 21-1202, Annotated Code of Maryland)

Why are bicyclists allowed to ride next to cars that are going fast?
Bicyclists are prohibited on roadways with a posted maximum speed greater than 50 mph unless a continuous paved shoulder or bicycle lane is provided.
In addition, a person may not ride a bicycle on an expressway or on any controlled-access highway with signs stating that bicycles are prohibited.

There’s a hiker/biker trail right next to the road. Shouldn’t bicyclists be riding there?:
Maryland law requires SHA to include bicycle accommodations in roadway construction projects whenever appropriate and feasible. That’s because not everyone
who rides a bicycle does so for the same purpose. Hiker/biker trails are shared-use paths suitable for joggers, pedestrians, dog-walkers, children, babies in
strollers, inexperienced or recreational cyclists, and others who enjoy exercising and spending time outdoors. Individuals who use a bicycle as their primary means
of transportation may find that on-road bicycle accommodations better suit their needs. By removing themselves from the “mix” of hiker/biker trail-users, on-road
bicyclists can reach their destinations more efficiently and lessen the risk that trail-users will find themselves in the path of bicyclists focused on getting from
Point A to Point B as quickly as possible.

Shouldn’t bicyclists ride on sidewalks?

The law allows bicyclists to ride on sidewalks only in Montgomery County. Not permitting bicycles on sidewalks minimizes conflicts between
bicyclists and pedestrians.

Isn’t it a law that bicyclists have to wear a helmet?
In Maryland, everyone under age 16 is required to wear a helmet when riding a bicycle on public property. Some local jurisdictions have requirements for helmet use
that are tougher than State law. Wearing a helmet is a good safety measure for everyone who rides a bike: 85 percent of head and brain injuries resulting from
bicycle crashes could be prevented if riders wore bicycle safety helmets.

Every day as | drive downtown | see bicyclists and motorists behaving in rude and dangerous ways. Whatever happened to
common courtesy?
Motorists and bicyclists who share the road—especially in heavily traveled urban and suburban areas—need to look out for one another. Motorists should leave at
least three feet between their vehicles and any bicycles they pass, and bicyclists should leave at least three feet between themselves and parked cars. By law,
bicycles are vehicles: motorists should treat them as such, and bicyclists should obey all traffic laws, including those that govern left- and right-turns, lights and
stop signs, right-of-way, and proper lane position.

| bike—where can | get more information on bicycling in Maryland?
Additional information is available on SHA’s website at www.marylandroads.com, click on Bicycling under EXPLORE MD, or by telephone at 1-888-204-4828.
Handout materials are also available at the bicycling station during today’s meeting.




